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Shahama Sajid

Ustaad Daaman aur Faiz Ahmed Faiz

Saahil utton chukk ke maujan bhaavien kithay lay challan
Chal humaayon uthay chaliye maujan jithay lay challan
(Let the waves lift you offshore and carry you wherever they go
Let's take to wherever these waves are going to show)

As divine as these verses are, such was the depth in the soul of Chiragh
Deen, more famously referred to, as Ustaad Daaman still known today as one of the
most influential Punjabi writers in history. A poet and a mystic, Ustaad Daaman was
a tailor by profession. He was among the most celebrated and praised Punjabi
writers at the time of the Partition of British India in 1947. He was born in
September 1911 and on the 3" of December, 1984 he departed from this world to
the next. He was buried in Lahore in the chardivari of a great sufi poet of the 16th
century, Shah Husain.

His verse was first praised when in 1930 he stitched a suit for Mian
Iftikharuddin, a famous political personality belonging to the illustrious Arain
family who were the custodians of the Shalimar Gardens, Lahore. Mian
Iftikharuddin invited Ustaad Daaman to recite his poem at a public meeting
organized by the Indian National Congress. The poet became an instant hit because
ofthe depth and the emotional endeavor of his words. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, one
of the most prominent members of the Congress Party, was also present at the
meeting. Inspired by Ustaad Daaman's words, Nehru dubbed him the 'Poet of
Freedom'. In the poems that he initially penned, he referred to himself as Humdam.
In his later works however, he switched to the name Daaman. The people present at
these meetings conferred the title of 'Ustaad' to him due to his mastery in the field of
poetry. He became a regular part of the Congress meetings as his words received
more and more appreciation.

When talking about Punjabi poetics in the land of five rivers, Ustaad
Daman's writings are one of the finest Punjabi literatures one can find. Many of the
great writers from this era have recalled him for his unrivaled talent. When Ustaad
Daaman passed away, Habib Jalib, a revolutionary leftist Pakistani poet, said
'Ustad Daman was a great nationalist. He represented faithfully the opinions and
desires of the deprived folk. People cannot forget him.' Moreover, Faiz Ahmed
Faiz, on being asked why he did not write poetry in Punjabi, replied that he could



Numud | Vol. 5, 2016

not compete with the old masters of Punjabi like Sultan Bahu, Bulleh Shah, Waris
Shah and others and the only one who could be ranked with them today was Ustaad
Daaman. Ustaad's wisdom and humility was thoroughly reflected in his words. In an
interview, Ustaad said that since his mother was a washerwoman, his mind remained
clean and his father being a tailor implied that he could stitch torn fragments of life
with patches of love.

The Province of Punjab, according to historians as well as philosophers was a
region which suffered the most at the hands of partition of India. Ustaad Daaman
believed that the unity of Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs was necessary if the struggle
for freedom was to be carried on effectively. One example of his patriotic poetry is as
follows:

'In China the Chinese are grand,

In Russia they do as they have planned.
In Japan its people rule over its strand.
The British rule the land of England,
The French hold the land of France,

In Teheran the Persians make their stand.
The Afghans hold on to their highland,
Turkmenistan's freedom bears the Turkmen's brand.
How very strange is indeed this fact,
that freedom in India is a contraband.’
(Translated by Sharma Fowpe, 2005)

Ustaad Daaman's struggle for freedom did not end with the British
leaving India. He was not only a witness but also a victim of the tyrannies that
hit the Indian land at the time of the creation of two distinct states, India and
Pakistan. He wrote quite a few poems regarding the atrocities that took place
during the time of partition. His words were insightful of his stance that he was
not entirely supportive of the idea of the creation of a separate nation since it
had lead to devastating consequences. In the rise of growing disputes
between Muslims and non-Muslims, specifically the Hindus, he wrote:

Wahgay naal Attari di nai takkar
Na Geeta naal Quran di aey
Nai Kufr Islam da koi jhagra
Saari gall nafaa nuksaan di aey
(it is not the fight between Wahga or Attari
nor is it between Geeta and Quran
there is no war between Muslim and non-Muslim
all the matter is of benefit and loss)
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During the havoc of partition, he lost his wife and child with whom he was
reunited in Lahore but unfortunately, he lost them forever to a disease that he
could not afford to get a treatment for. His friends pitched in the money for the
burial of the deceased. As he was a supporter of the Congress and also wrote
against the partition of India, he received great hatred and loathing at the
hands of Muslim League supporters and other pro-partition groups. His
poems were burnt and majority of his writings were destroyed. The ones from
those times that survived were mostly recorded by his admirers. According to
some sources, he later shifted to the veranda of the Shahi Mosque, where he
lived the rest of his remaining life. Others talk about 'a tiny room below a
mosque located in the midst of the in-famous Bazaar-e-Husn (Red-light area
of Old Lahore)' (Jan). The room, which is now called Ustaad Daaman
Academy and also referred as 'Ustaad Daaman ki Baithak', is said to have
played a huge role in the historical cultural scene of Lahore. The Academy is
believed to be second to the Pak Tea House as a focal point for the
intellectuals of the city.

Even after partition, he continued to write against the divide of India
and political developments in Pakistan. During the early days of partition,
Ustaad used to visit the mushairas in India, where he received a lot of
appreciation and gratitude. Pandit Nehru even offered him to shift to India but
he refused, saying that it was too difficult for him to move away from his
motherland, where he was born. Moreover, his texts were reflective of his
evasion from military dictatorships that had become a part of the Pakistani
political scenario. He was arrested a few times due to his scrutiny of the
government and politicians. Even Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, known to be pro-
democracy politician, issued an arrest warrant against the poet for writing
against the latter's government and policies. But his importance as one of the
most prominent Punjabi poets of the sub-continent cannot be undermined.
He was, and will be, agemin the world of Punjabi poetry.
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Faiz Ahmed Faiz

Born on February 13, 1911 in the city of Sialkot, Faiz Ahmed Faiz is one of
the most renowned intellectuals and writers the sub-continent has ever bred. He
belonged to a wealthy, well-educated family; his father was a well-respected
lawyer and shared his circle with intellectuals like Allama Igbal and others. Faiz
received his education from one of the finest institutions of his time. He studied
Urdu, Persian and Arabic from the Scotch Mission High School. He further
received a bachelor's degree in Arabic and a Master's degree in English from the
government college in Lahore in 1932 and later he received another master's degree
in Arabic from the Oriental College, Lahore, which helped him further to have a
firm grip over the languages.

The poems that Faiz wrote in the early period had been light-hearted,
romantic ones but while he was in Lahore completing his studies, he started to take
interest in much serious topics such as of politics, community, and the much deeper
connections between life and poetry. After his academic years, he took up teaching
as a career in some of the most distinct colleges of India. During this time, he also
entered into matrimony with Alys George, a British woman who was a convert to
Islam, who bore him two daughters. In 1942, he joined the British Indian Army, but
he resigned after few years. After partition he decided to stay in Pakistan, as it was
his motherland. He was also among the intellectuals who were in support of the
creation of a separate homeland for Muslims. Due to his intellectual capabilities, he
became the editor of Pakistan Times, a socialist Pakistani Newspaper. Following
the partition episode, he wrote a lot talking about the struggles the people faced
during the freedom fight. According to some sources, Ustaad Daaman, the
distinguished Punjabi poet was the mentor of Faiz. Such was the relation between
Ustaad and Faiz that on his death on November 20, 1984, Ustaad despite his
deteriorating health, came to shoulder Faiz's bier. The works of Ustad Daaman and
of Faiz, both talk about some similar issues like the struggles the people of the
region had to face due to partition, however, while Ustaad was resented to write
about the atrocities people suffered due to religious and ethnic differences, Faiz's
works talked more in light of the struggles faced by the people for independence.
One of his poems that were praised not only in Pakistan but India post
independence was “Subh-e-Azaadi August '47”. Some of its verses are as follows:

Jigar ki aag, nazar ki umang, dil ki jalan
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Kisi pe chaaraa-e-hijran ka kuch asar hi nahin
Kahaan se aayi nigaar-e-sabaa, kidhar ko gayi
Abhi charaagh-e-sar-e-rah ko kuch khabar hi nahin

Abhi garaani-e-shab mien kami nahin aayi
Najaat-e-deedaa-o-dil ki ghadi nahin aayi
Chale chalo keh who manzil abhi nahin aayi

(The antidote of severance
has had no effect on the burning heart,
on the longing of the waiting gaze,
on fires raging in the gut.

From whence did this zephyr
manifest itself, where did it zip past?
Even the lamps lining our streets
are hard pressed to know.

There has been no easing
of the full weight of night.
Parched eyes, aching hearts are yet
to find their moment of deliverance.
Walk on, walk on,
the home we seek has still to arrive.)
Faiz Ahmed Faiz, popularly known to be a leftist poet, however, was

allegedly involved in the Rawalpindi Conspiracy Case of 1951. On March 9, 1951,
Faiz was arrested with a group of some army officers under the Safety Act. These
people allegedly attempted a coup d'état against the government of Prime Minister
Liagat Ali Khan, the most important of the reasons being the incompetence and
corruption of the government and the handling of Kahmir Issue with India since the
acceptance of the UN mediation by the government was seen by some, as a mistaken
step. Faiz, along with the others, was set free after a punishment of four years of

imprisonment.
Another time period when Faiz Ahmed Faiz had to face hardships for his

publications was during the coup of Zia-Ul-Hagq. Faiz settled in Karachi in around
1964. Here, he was appointed as a principal of the Abdullah Haroon College. He also
simultaneously worked as an editor and writer for a number of notable newspapers
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and magazines. A very significant role that he had to play was during Pakistan's 1965
war with India. He worked in an honorary capacity for the Department of
Information, and wrote blatant poems of violence regarding the butchery between
India and Pakistan, and what was later to become Bangladesh. But the power of his
pen came to an end with the end of Zulfigar Ali Bhutto. The Zia-Ul-Haq dictatorship
forced Faiz into exile in Beirut, Lebanon. He nevertheless continued to write peoms
in Urdu while in exile, which lasted till 1982. Two years after returning from exile, on
the 20" of November 1984, Faiz passed away in Lahore at the age of 73. When talking
about Faiz, one cannot simply go without making mention of the most famous of his
poetry inromanticism. One such verse that has an impact of a lifetime is as follows:

jo rukay to koh-e-garan thay hum, jo chalay to jan se guzar gaye
raah-e-yaar hum ne gqadam qadam, tujhe yaadgaar bana diya

(Shahama Sajid is a student of LUMS)
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